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	Topics
	Information

	1. About Us
	

	- Background of TDVC Administration Bureau
	Slogan:

“We, TDVC members, promise to defend the country until our death” 

The Territorial Defense Volunteer Corps (TDVC) is an organization under the Ministry of Interior. TDVC gained legal entity status after it was established in pursuance of the Territorial Defense Volunteer Corps Act B.E. 2497 (1954). The Minister of Interior is the TDVC Commander. The underlining principle is to have reserved units available and ready to support the country and its people during peacetime and wartime. Individuals can apply to be voluntary members of the Territorial Defense Volunteer Corps (TDVC members).

	
	Before 1911

During times of war throughout history, civilians have stood together to fight the enemy and defend the country. 

For instance, during the reign of King Naresuan the Great; according to the legend of Bang Rachan, the villagers, who were not soldiers, fought to the death against the Burmese army; and during 1765-1766, according to the legend of Thao Thep Kasattri and Thao Sri Sunthon, the sisters repelled the Burmese invasion by wearing clothes of male soldiers; and according to the legend of Thao Suranari, the wife of Nakhon Ratchasima governor, she saved her people from Lao enemy. 

During the reign of King Vajiravudh (King Rama VI), the Wild Tiger Corps was established on 1 May 1911. This volunteer regiment provided training to civil servants and the general public while raising awareness of patriotism and their duties to defend the country.

	
	Between 1911-1954

It took a lot of time and effort to organize civilian volunteers systematically both during peacetime and wartime. The influence of western ideas evident with the establishment of the Wild Tiger Corps. When Field Marshal Plaek Phibunsongkhram was Prime Minister, he enacted the Act of B.E. 2481 (1938) on Thai People’s Responsibility during Wartime and the Act of B.E. 2484 (1941) on the National Defense Preparedness with a purpose to raise awareness in the Thai people of their duties to defend the country during wartime. The Ministry of Interior was mandated to take actions accordingly

	
	From 1954 to present

After the enactment of the Territorial Defense Volunteer Corps Act B.E. 2497 (1954) on 10 February 1954, activities related to defense volunteers had clear directions and process that has kept them evolving until today. 

“The 10 February each year, marks the founding day of TDVC.”

	Vision and Mission
	Vision:

To be highly capable organization with capability to perform missions for maintaining peace and order as well as providing security for the people and society. 

Mission:

1. Prevention and suppression of drug addiction

2. Maintaining peace and order as well as national security.

3. Performing duties in compliance with the policy of the Government and the Ministry of Interior

4. Ensuring compliance with the Territorial Defense Volunteer Corps Act.

	- Related Laws
	1. The Territorial Defense Volunteer Corps Act, B.E. 2497 (1954)

	- Internal Agencies
	

	2. Organization Structure
	

	- Senior Executive
	1. Director of the Territorial Defense Volunteer Corps Administration Bureau 

2. Director of the Operation and Intelligence Division 
3. Director of the Personnel and Logistics Division

4. Director of the Special Operation Division 

	- Organization Structure 
	Territorial Defense Volunteer Corps Administration Bureau

1. General Administration Subdivision

2. Operation and Intelligence Division

2.1 TDVC  Affairs Development Group

2.2 Operation Subdivision 
2.3 Intelligence Subdivision

3. Personnel and Logistics Division

3.1 Personnel Subdivision

3.2 Logistics Subdivision

4. Special Operation Division

4.1 Operation System Development Group

4.2 Drug Prevention and Suppression Subgroup

4.3 Operation Unit (Cha-am Base)

4.4 Operation Unit (Southern Border Provinces Base)

	- Authority and Functions

	Functions as prescribed under Section 16 of The Territorial Defense Volunteer Corps Act, B.E. 2497 (1954) are:

1. To mitigate all hazards of nature or enemy-made disasters
2. To perform policing duties to maintain order by collaborating with administrative officers or police officers 

3. To protect important facilities and transportation

4. To work on counter intelligence, surveillance, keep informed and report incidences

5. To support and facilitate the military as requested and eliminate enemy’s capabilities.

6. To act as a standby reserve and ready to fill in and support the military as needed.

	3. Our Services and Portfolio
	

	- Outstanding Achievements
	Roles and Duties of TDVC Members in the Past

The TDVC has been operating under the framework of the Territorial Defense Volunteer Corps Act 1954 since the 10 February 1954. The key driving force is TDVC members or members of TDVC units in each province/district throughout the country. TDVC members were semi-military forces under the command of the administrative offices. After civil volunteers have enrolled into the program, they are trained in the chain of command and disciplines similar to those in the military and police forces. During the early years of the TDVC,, most of the members’ functions were to support and assist government authorities in disaster mitigation and collecting information as prescribed by the Act. Later on, the Communist Party of Thailand (CPT) engaged in more violent armed conflicts, so government authorities deployed TDVC members in joint suppression operation units. The TDVC members performed their duties bravely with full dedication and sacrifice. They were recognized in many heroic missions, contributing to peaceful outcomes to the present. However, a large number of TDVC members sacrificed their lives for such an achievement.

	
	Roles and Duties of TDVC Members at Present

Following the end of the war against the Communist insurgency, there were a number of economic, social and political changes. As a result, TDVC adjusted the roles and duties of its members in response to the new requirements arising from the changing scenario. In addition to the six functions prescribed under the Section 16 of the Territorial Defense Volunteer Corps Act 1954, namely: to mitigate all hazards of nature or enemy-made disasters; to perform policing duties to maintain order by collaborating with administrative officers or police officers; to protect of important facilities and transportation; to work on counter intelligence, surveillance, keep informed and report incidences; to support and facilitate the military as requested and eliminate the enemy’s capabilities; to act as a standby reserve and ready to fill in and support the military as needed. At present, key roles, as directed by the Government and MOI, are as follows

	
	Maintain Peace and Order

Maintaining peace and order is a key policy of the Government and the Ministry of Interior. TDVC is directly under the Ministry of Interior and therefore one of its primary duties is to maintain peace and order. TDVC members are deployed on various joint operations with military and police forces. 

Current major missions include: 

- Support in fighting insurgency in deep south provinces

- Suppression and eradication of war weapons and illegal production of all types of firearms, explosives

- Destroying narcotic plantations, drugs production and interception of drug trafficking, including collecting information on mafia or influential gangs behind drug rings, as well as these involved in crime prevention and suppression by close collaboration with provincial administration offices and police forces

- Participating in check points

- Eradicating illicit goods in community

- Providing safety for asylum seekers at the temporary shelter camps in Tak, Mae Hong Son, Ratchaburi, Kanchanaburi and Nakhon Phanom provinces

- Participating peace and order units, to maintain national security in border areas

- Joining with police officers at check points and patrol units to stop forest encroachment, natural resources related crimes, goods smuggling along borders, migrant workers trafficking

- Guarding the royal residences

	
	Prevention of Drug Abuse and Drug Problems

	
	On Suppression

TDVC members work closely and continuously with the administrative officers and police in drug crimes suppression. Examples include: 

- Jointly raiding the entertainment businesses in search of illicit drugs

- Supporting the border check points

- Intercepting drug trafficking routes

	
	On Drug Abuse Rehabilitation

-  Engagement in drug abuse rehabilitation programs. The provincial administration officers and TDVC members in different regions have significant roles in overcoming the problems of drug addiction. The program focuses on locating drug dealers or drug abusers and trying to persuade them to voluntarily take part in the rehabilitation programs organized by the Department of Provincial Administration under the Drug Abuse Rehabilitation Project carried out at 45 provincial TDVC camps and other facilities for drug abuse rehabilitation in 31 provinces. Under the project, the Department of Provincial Administration has been working closely with the Department of Probation, the Ministry of Justice since April 2003.

	
	On Sustainable Relapse Prevention Program for Drug Abusers, comprising:

-  Under the society and community empowerment to fight drug program, villagers or community members will be systematically strengthened to fight drug abuse in their local areas. TDVC members will collaborate with different agencies including the public and the private sectors and local community groups.  They will take various steps, working with relevant sub-district operation units, to strengthen villages/communities to fight against drug abuse. 

-  Building immunization and drug abuse prevention programs. The aim is to reduce risk factors and vulnerable areas while enhancing drug immunity for vulnerable youth groups in targeted areas or villages/communities so that they may avoid involvement with drugs. Different quality-based activities are organized for youth participation. District administration officers coordinate with extramural or non-formal education facilities, juvenile vocational training centers, public health facilities, the military and police officers to filter out vulnerable youth and engage them in behavioral change activities, to improve their discipline and attitude. They are trained in social work and community services under the "Young TDVC Training to Fight the War on Drug Program”. Young defense volunteers become empowered to fight in the drug war and resolve drug problems long term by learning the risks of drug abuse and how to avoid  and fight against drugs in the community.

	
	Maintaining Social Order

TDVC members support the administrative and police forces under the MOI’s directive to restore social order, i.e., in drug prevention and suppression operations, and searching for drugs of entertainment establishments; collecting, intelligence on local crimes and problems, as well as on mafia and hotspot areas; improving law enforcement by regularly checking recreational services facilities;, performing ID checks to prevent young people under20 years old from entering such business establishments; performing urine drug tests; monitoring service and closing time in compliance with laws and regulations, especially for businesses in tourist hotspots.

	
	Civil Protection from Disaster

Civil protection is one of the missions for which district administrative officers cooperate with other government agencies in the prevention and mitigation of any hazard or damage arising from all types of disasters or man-made sabotage, including the evacuation of civilians and government authorities. TDVC members also have duties of civil protection according to the Section 16(1) of the Territorial Defense Volunteer Corps Act, B.E. 2497 (1954). TDVC Command Center set up “TDVC Rescue Unit” to work in joint disaster relief operations with other government agencies. Members of TDVC units are trained in civil disaster prevention and engage in regular civil protection drills and exercises. Response teams are prepared for any incidence such as following the tsunami caused by the great earthquake that brought havoc to six southern provinces in 2004, TDVC members from adjacent provinces were mobilized to support local TDVC members in search and rescue operations in these disaster zones.

	
	Psychological Operations

TDVC members play a role working with people in community development. The “TDVC Community Relation Units” were set up to provide services to the public in different areas, i.e., focusing on justice enhancement activities; participating in village development projects; building and repairing public facilities, such as roads, dikes and weirs; playing in musical band at various gatherings; providing hair-cuts and other services  supporting district or provincial office mobile services. In addition, they also participate in voter mobilization during general elections and raising awareness of democratic values.

	
	Tourism Promotion

The tourism industry is a key driver of economic growth. Tourism promotion is a key government policy, and in response to the policy, “TDVC Tourism” units were established to support services in tourist destinations. They provide various services to facilitate tourists by providing information, offering suggestions on tourist attractions, and assuring the safety of tourists.

In the past, TDVC members were called “people’s warriors” since they fought the enemy jointly with administration officers, and military and police forces. A large number of them sacrificed their lives or were wounded. Even now, TDVC members remain a core force supporting administration officers in maintaining peace and order intelligence collection, problem resolution as well as other missions in response to government policy and MOI directives. The volunteer corps are essential for provincial governors and district chief administrators. They diligently perform their duties, for instance, providing assistance during national disasters, floods, fires, storms, earthquakes, tsunamis, etc, or carrying out operations in the three deep south provinces under the leadership of administration officers, -- provincial governors, chief district officers, assistant chief district officers, and sub-district and village headmen. Certain operations take months to complete. Their dedication and sacrifices for society and nation are invaluable and beyond their monthly remuneration or per diem. Therefore, on 10 February of each year, at the annual commemoration of the TDVC day, recognition is paid to the best TDVC company and the best TDVC members in order to raise their morale and improve motivation.

	-  Services Information
	Public Services

TDVC members also work on joint operations with the administrative officers in the integrated public services program, and “DVC Servicing the People project.” These projects of the Department of Provincial Administration in response to governmental and MOI policy. On top of existing services regularly provided, there are additional out-of-hour services or continuous services during lunch break or during weekends. At least two TDVC members of good character, well disciplined, with positive attitudes and well versed are selected and recruited to perform public services in each district. They are trained to improve their knowledge and service-minded attitude before assignment. At present, provision of public services is one of the core missions of TDVC members especially during long public holidays. They provide public services in traffic management. Regularly supporting traffic check points in an effort to reduce casualties from road accidents during holiday periods such as new year and Songkran festivals, resulting in reduced numbers of deaths and injuries from accidents.

	4. Contract Us
	

	- Address / Contact Information / Telephone/

Location Map / Google Map
	- TDVC Command Center

 Phahonyothin Road, Sam Sen Nai Sub-district, Phaya Thai District10400 
Telephone: 0-2278-1008 



